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tunately it was also voted that the private schools might
share in these funds if the township trustees so decreed,
and almost two-thirds of the counties decided to take
advantage of this feature. But in 1852 a mandatory law
was enacted, which provided for public education a general
school tax of one mill upon all property in the state.
Through this revenue the "rate bills7' (see p. 347) could
be abolished and the public schools made entirely free.
The achievements of Mills are to be viewed as the most
conspicuous of any in the West, but they were not entirely
without parallel in other states of that section. A number
of leaders became prominent during the awakening for the
part they took in the development of school systems for
the various states carved from the Northwest Territory.
Among them were the early state superintendents, John
D. Pierce in Michigan (1836-1841), Samuel Lewis in Ohio
(1837-1840), and Ninian W. Edwards in Illinois (1854-
1857), Largely through the efforts of Samuel Galloway,
Secretary of State and ex officio Superintendent of Common
Schools from 1844 to 1851, Ohio was enabled to give up its
"rate bills " in 1853, and two years later, under the adminis-
tration of Edwards, public schools were likewise made free
throughout Illinois. Like Mills, all of these educational
evangelists seem to have been the product of New England
•influence, being either born and educated in that section
and migrating to the West, or brought up in the West
among colonists from New England.
development of common school systems
Such, then, were some of the forces at work in the Ameri-
can educational awakening during the second quarter
of the nineteenth century and possibly a decade longer.
This movement was manifest in, and itself the product of,

